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their caps, leaving the ends of the strings hanging down
They should then put on their squarely made black jackets,
knee covers, and girdles, fixing in the last their tablets.
From the left and right of the girdle they should hang their
articles for use: on the left side, the duster and handker
chief, the knife and whetstone, the small spike and the metal
speculum for getting fire from the sun ; on the right the
archer's thimble for the thumb and the armlet, the tube for
writing instruments, the knife case, the larger spike, and the
borer for getting fire from wood. They should put on their
leggings and adjust their shoe strings.
3. (Sons') wives should serve their parents-in-law as they
served their own. At the first crowing of the cock, they
should wash their hands, and rinse their mouths ; comb their
hair, draw over it the covering of silk, fix this with the hair-
pin, and tie the hair at the roots with the fillet. They should
then put on the jacket, and over it the sash. On the left
side they should hang the duster and handkerchief, the knife
and whetstone, the small spike, and the metal speculum to
get fire with ; and on the right, the needlecase, thread, and
floss, all bestowed in the satchel, the great spike, and the
borer to get fire with from wood. They will also fasten oil
their necklaces, and adjust their shoe strings, etc." *
This continues for many paragraphs devoted to the con-
duct of younger son, younger daughter, daughter-in-law, etc.,
and for many chapters upon every possible activity and rela-
tionship of individuals in the family. The virtues of family
life are those of filial duty, fraternal love, friendship, and the
like; the concrete embodiment of these and other virtues can
be judged in the light of the passage quoted.
These texts contain no portrayal of immorality of the gods
as in the Greek religious literature, or of those of men as in the
Hebrew, nor the extravagances of the mythologies of most
peoples; on the other hand, they inculcate the solid virtues
of an unchangeable and unprogressivc system of society, and
of a people destined to a materialistic and, of necessity, sordid
view of life. Here are no teachings to inspire the individual
1 Muller, Sacred Books of the East, Vol. 37, p. 449.